Response to pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine in patients with untreated Hodgkin's disease. Children's Cancer Study Group Report.
Patients with Hodgkin's disease (HD) have a high risk of overwhelming pneumococcal infections after splenectomy. Previous studies have shown that HD patients given polyvalent pneumococcal polysaccharide (PPS) vaccine after immunosuppressive therapy have a suboptimum antibody response. This study shows significant antibody response in HD patients to PPS vaccine given before radiation and chemotherapy. The same response was obtained whether the vaccine was given before or after splenectomy.